14                     QUEEN   ELIZABETH
Elizabeth's christening her mother was in her
turn disgraced, and was executed on Tower Hill.
Not only that, but her marriage was declared to
have been invalid, and Elizabeth to be illegitimate.
The little girl was sent away from Court, and with
her governess went to Hunsdon, where her elder
sister Mary, now aged twenty, also lived.
For the next few years of her life she was a
neglected child. At first she had not even enough
clothes, and her governess wrote saying " she has
neither gown, nor kirtle, nor petticoat ". She
was apparently rather backward, for the same
letter says: " My Lady hath great pain with her
great teeth and they come but slowly forth, which
causeth me to suffer her Grace to have her will
more than I should/' As she grew older, matters
improved. Henry's third wife produced the
desired Prince, and the King, in his relief and
happiness, took more pleasure in his daughters.
Elizabeth was only four years older than her
brother, and she was gradually allowed to be with
him. They had a joint home set up for them at
Hatfield, and were constant companions. When
she was six she made him a present of a shirt
which she sewed and embroidered herself, and
they were educated together. She never, as far
as is known, spoke of her own mother, but she
must of course always have been aware of her
death and disgrace, and she must equally have
known how unimportant and how friendless she
was compared with her brother and sister. Edward